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Calendar of Scheduled Catholic Meetings and Events 


January, 1953 
5—MARIOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA—4th annual national convention, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
14—SOLEMN INSTALLATION OF THE Most Rev. THOMAS A. BOLAND as 
Archbishop of Newark. 
February, 1953 


1-7—CAaTHOLIC BisBLE WEEK—sponsored by Catholic Biblical Association of 
America. 





Archbishop McIntyre to be Fourth U. S. Cardinal 


On January 12 His Holiness Pope Pius XII will raise 24 prelates of the 
Church to membership in the Sacred College of Cardinals. The new ecclesias- 
tical princes represent 12 countries, five from the Western Hemisphere. 

Archbishop J. Francis A. McIntyre of Los Angeles has been nominated from 
the United States, increasing the U.S. membership in the Sacred College to 
four. His appointment also gives the western part of the United States its 
first representation in the supreme council of the Church. 

Cardinal-elect McIntyre is 66 years old, having been born in New York City 
June 25, 1886. Family responsibilities kept him at home until he was 29 years 
old. For 16 years he worked on Wall Street to support himself and his ill 
father. On the death of his father in 1915, the Cardinal-designate began his 
studies for the priesthood. He was ordained in 1921 and, after a short pastoral 
assignment, was appointed assistant in the Chancery Office of the Archdiocese 
of New York. In 1934 he became Chancellor and the same year received the 
title of Very Reverend Monsignor from the Holy See. He was made a 
Domestic Prelate in 1936; Titular Bishop of Cyrene and Auxiliary to Cardinal 
Spellman (then Archbishop) in 1940; Coadjutor Archbishop of New York 
in July, 1946; and in 1948 was named Archbishop of Los Angeles. His 
Excellency is the twelfth American Ordinary to be elevated to the Cardinalate. 

From us all heartiest best wishes. 


Bishop Ledvina’s Death Ends Long Career 


The Most Rev. Emmanuel B. Ledvina, retired Bishop of Corpus Christi, died 
on December 15 after a life of intensive administration followed by several 
years of failing health and retirement. He served as Bishop of Corpus Christi 
from April, 1921, to March, 1949, and saw his diocese grow from 32 priests to 
160. Under his guidance the diocesan building program was most extensive, 
including, besides churches, rectories, schools, I institutions, the Cathedral, 
rectory, and chancery offices. 

Bishop Ledvina was born in Evansville, Ind., in 1868; he was ordained to 
the priesthood in 1893. Because of his ability for organization, Father Ledvina 
was induced by the late Bishop Francis C. Kelley to resign his pastorate in 
Princeton and take over the duties of general secretary of the newly-formed 
Catholic Church Extension Society. He served in that capacity for more than 
14 years, until April, 1921, when he was chosen to be the second Bishop of 
Corpus Christi. In June, 1931, Pope Pius XI recognized his work by conferring 
on him the title of Assistant at the Pontifical Throne. 

May his soul rest in peace! 


In the Interests of Accuracy! 


Our December issue, in listing the newly-elected N.C.W.C. Administrative 
Board personnel, carried the name of Bishop Mulloy of Covington as advisor 
in Rural Life matters (page 7, col. 2). This should have read “Bishop Ralph 
L. Hayes of Davenport, episcopal advisor in Rural Life matters.’ Bishop 
Hayes is also president of the National Catholic Rural Life Conference. 
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Vol. XXXV, No. 1 


on Christmas Eve, 1952 


HE Christian Christmas is the sure 

hope of salvation: “Lift up your 
heads, for your salvation is near.” 
(Luke 21, 28). 


This happy prophecy . . . 1s recalled 
and addressed to the faithful by the 
Christmas liturgy. . . . 


We intend to make Our own today 
this invitation to lift up your gaze 
to the sun of hope. May the 
sweet mystery of the Christian Christ- 
mas draw you to complete that which 
the Heavenly Child initiated at His 
birth. ... 


Our wish and greeting is addressed 
before all others to the poor, to the 
oppressed, to those who for whatever 
reason sigh in affliction, and whose 
life depends, as it were, on the breath 
of hope which can be infused into 
them and the measure of help which 
can be procured for them... . 


It is true that We are not alone in 
this desire to care for and to help. 
Innumerable are the proposals and 
projects formulated by public and 
private agencies which aim at prevent- 
ing and remedying misery. Many of 
them, indeed, which are presented to 
Us by individuals and groups, indi- 
cate surely the good will of their 
authors, but the unusually large num- 
ber of them and their contradictory 
results show a state of general perplex- 
ity. 


One would say that humanity to- 
day, which has been able to build the 
marvellous complex machine of the 
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His Holine: 
mutual solidarity and not upon technical 
tion makes it impossible to carry the complete text 


production and organization 
The Editor. 


modern world, . . . now — in- 
capable of controlling these forces. . . . 


Such inability to control should of 
itself suggest to men who are its vic- 
tims not to expect salvation solely 
from the technicians’ production and 
organization. The work of these can 
help, and notably, to solve grave and 
expansive problems which afflict the 
world, only if it is bound up with, 
and directed toward, bettering and 
strengthening true human values, but 
in no case. . . will it avail to fashion 
a world without misery. 


Meanwhile, in so urgent a problem 
as bringing help to souls in distress, 
humanity must raise its eyes to God, 
and learn always from His infinitely 
wise and efficacious action the way to 
help and redeem men from their ills. 
Now, here the mystery of the Nativity 
in particular casts a wonderful light. 
For in what else does the substance of 
this ineffable mystery consist but in 
the work undertaken by God and by 
Him gradually brought to its conclu- 
sion in aid of His creature, in order 
to lift him up again from the depths 
of the most grievous and general mis- 
ery into which he had fallen? We 
mean the misery of sin and of separa- 
tion from the Supreme Good. 


Observe with humble and _ illumi- 
nating contemplation how God directs 
His work. Two fundamental concepts, 
one might say two laws, dictated by 
His infinite wisdom, rule and guide 
the execution of His plan of redemp- 
tion, stamping it with an unmistakable 
character of harmony and efficacy, 


Humanity's Hope for Salvation 


Excerpts from the annual Christmas message to the world given by His Holine 


; called on men to build the social fabric 
\A 
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; Pope Pius XII 
basis of 
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which are the mark of the divine mode 
of operation. 


Above all, far from disturbing the 
pre-existing order set by Him in crea- 
tion, God maintains steadfast the full 
force of those general laws which gov- 
ern the world, as well as man’s nature, 
shaken though this is by the infirmi- 
ties it has contracted. In this order, 
which was also established for the 
salvation of the creature, He deranges 
nothing, He withdraws nothing from 
it, but He inserts a new element des- 
tined to perfect and surpass it. This 
element is grace, by whose supernat- 
ural light the creature can know that 
order better, and by whose superhuman 
force he can better observe it. 


In the second place, to render the 
general order efficacious in each partic- 
ular case, each of which is different 
from all others, God establishes an 
immediate personal contact with man, 
effectuated in the mystery of incarna- 
TOM... « 


Alas, it would seem, especially in 
the case of very widespread miseries, 
that mankind today is no longer ca- 
pable of realizing this duality in unity, 
this necessary adaptation of the gen- 
eral order to concrete and quite diverse 
conditions not only of individuals but 
also of peoples who look for help. 


They either attribute salvation to 
some order rigorously uniform and in- 
flexible, embracing the whole world, to 
a system that ought to act with the 
certainty of a proved medicine, to a 


Turn to Page 19 
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Modern Graphic Arts 


and Christian Doctrine 


A CATHOLIC mother whom I know was quite 
surprised recently to hear her five-year old 

daughter remark, “Mommy, God’s on tele- 
vision; come in and see Him.’ Of course the little 
girl didn’t actually see God or even hear His voice. 
But she was seeing and listening to the message of 
His Church which daily is becoming more visible on 
the television screens of America. 

For Christian doctrine, like almost everything else 
in twentieth century America, has been given a new 
approach. Nearly every graphic art is being utilized to 
present in a clear, entertaining, imaginative manner 
the teachings of Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Through the ages the arts have been employed by the 
Church not only for their inspirational beauty, but 
for catechetical purposes. Stained glass windows had 
a story to tell; the sculptured bronze of cathedral doors 
brought the truths of religion to man; carvings of 
stone and marble stirred the mind and heart from the 
earliest days of Christianity. 

This present-day use of the graphic arts to teach 
Catholic truths might very well prompt the question 
of the reasoning behind the movement. Why, one 
might ask, does the Church suddenly embark upon a 
Hollywood approach to Catholicism? I am not at 
all certain that there is an answer to this question, but 
I have a few opinions on the subject which I should 
like to advance for your consideration. 

Philosophy tells us that man is a social being. A 
mere glance at America, 1953, reveals that American 
man is an emotional being. A good teacher generally 
proceeds from the known to the unknown. And 
knowledge and wisdom begin with the senses. 

These four statements might appear to be com- 
pletely unrelated, and perhaps they are. But they 
help to explain the sudden upsurge in the use of 
graphic or communications arts to tell the story of 
Catholicism. Now to look at the four statements. 
Man is a social being and the greater part of his life 
is spent in society. He generally begins life in a hos- 
pital, surrounded with some of the youngest, and 
more of the older members of the human race. From 
birth to death he is placed in contact with millions of 
others who, like himself, have been created in the 
image and likeness of God. As he grows older and 
begins to take notice of all that goes on around him, 
he stumbles upon the notion that everything in life 
is a part of the learning process. And sooner or later 
he arrives at the conclusion that learning can be fun. 
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Dean McCarthy 


As a resident in America, 1953, he knows that 
emotions play a large part in the learning process of 
Americans. They learn to cry to get something, pout 
when it’s taken away, laugh when it’s returned. With 
this knowledge comes the realization that most ideas, 
good and bad, can be conveyed to the public as a 
small but important part of a story having great emo- 
tional appeal. The stories, quite naturally, are as dif- 
ferent as the mediums for which they are intended, 
and so, too, are the messages. But for almost every 
story there is a message, and for every message a 
story. A fair conclusion, therefore, is that one should 
place his message in an emotional story and sit back 
to await the reactions of its hearers or readers or 
viewers. 

Of course, all of us learn at an early age to pro- 
ceed from the known to the unknown. A_ good 
teacher has this as rule number one in the preparation 
and delivery of her material. But it’s only the clever 
teacher who selects the way in which the transition 
may be most easily and most enjoyably made. 

That knowledge and wisdom have their beginnings 
in the senses is an undeniable fact. Therefore, it 
would seem wise to direct the greatest part of these 
teaching methods toward the presentation of material 
which appeals to the senses. And, more importantly, 
to prepare the material and its means of presentation 
so that one complements the other and that both 
appeal to the senses in the most attractive manner. 
Graphic arts have been utilized in this approach for 
years, and they have proved their worth many times. 

From these observations, therefore, some con- 
clusions may be drawn. As a social being man is in 
almost constant contact with other members of the 
human race. Every member has certain ideas upon 
which he likes to expound and the smarter ones learn 
and put into practice the thesis that their ideas will 
be more readily accepted if they have an emotional 
appeal. With this exchange of ideas comes knowl- 
edge of one kind or another together with the advance- 
ment from the known to the unknown, which sooner 
or later allows every individual to know more than 
he knew at any given past moment along the road 
of life. Finally, the ideas are presented first to the 
senses, from which they wend their course to the 
mind, will, and imagination. 

It follows, then, that the knowledge which is most 
necessary to man, that of God and His revealed truths, 
must be presented in such a manner as to be under- 
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stood, appreciated, remembered, and practiced by all 
of mankind. And it is this premise which has stimu- 
lated Catholics, clerical and lay, to use the latest 
graphic arts to better present the teachings of Jesus 
Christ and His Church. 


Today’s newest graphic arts are not confined to 
any one country or continent, although they are prob- 
ably most widely used in the United States, principally 
because the resources are more readily available here. 
And finally the religious material prepared for this 
graphic art presentation is not limited to any age 
group. One is never too old to learn more about God. 

Nor have any of the graphic arts and related mass 
media, such as radio and recordings, been neglected by 
Catholics, although Catholics have not been as active 
in this field, unfortunately, as other religious groups. 
Radio, television, motion pictures, film strips, slides, 
recordings, paint and crayon books, all these have been 
used to teach Catholicism. And in most instances, 
the results have been gratifying indeed. 

For example, the National Council of Catholic Men 
has been producing “The Catholic Hour’ for the 
National Broadcasting Company for 23 years. During 
this time it has become probably the most popular 
and certainly the most instructive religious program on 
radio. It has consistently presented the best in Cath- 
olic speakers, music, and drama, and has won for it- 
self a host of followers and for the Catholic Church 
many hundreds of converts. 

N.C.C.M. also produces two other excellent radio 
programs, ‘“The Christian In Action’’ for the Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Company, and the Catholic portions 
of the Mutual Broadcasting System radio religious fea- 
ture, ‘Faith In Our Time.” Just recently inaugurated 
was “The Living Word,” a new NBC religious radio 
program which presents readings and interpretation 
of The Bible. All of these programs are produced 
for God and presented for you that Catholicism may 
be better known and understood, not only by Catho- 
lics, but by others as well. 

In addition to these programs there are other net- 
work religious radio programs. These include “The 
Hour of St. Francis,” ‘The Family Theater,” ‘The 
Ave Maria Hour,” and “The Sacred Heart Hour.” 
Nearly every radio station in America makes free 
time available for the presentation of local Catholic 
programs, the majority of which have been favorites 
in the particular locale for years. 

A similar story may be told in television. For the 
past year N.C.C.M. has been presenting the Catholic 
portions of the NBC-TV religious feature, “Frontiers 
of Faith.” Beginning this month, these programs 
will be replaced by ‘The Catholic Hour’ which will 
make its television debut on January 4 over 47 NBC- 
TV stations from coast to coast. It has been estimated 
that 30 million people saw the 19 programs presented 
during 1952 which taught and explained The Mass, 
The Sacraments, and some of The Sacramentals. Dur- 
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ing January, millions will have an opportunity to 
learn more about “The Church—God’s House” 
through a series of four programs which will dra- 
matically explain what is found and what takes place 
inside a Catholic Church. This is the inaugural series 
of “The Catholic Hour.” 

Bishop Fulton J. Sheen is presenting an execellent 
series of programs on the Dumont Television Net- 
work. Entitled “Life Is Worth Living” the program 
does not attempt to teach Catholicism, but rather to 
present fundamental truths which may be applied to 
every-day living. Another good religious television 
program is Columbia Broadcasting Company's “Lamp 
Unto My Feet.” 

Local television stations have been generous in their 
allotment of time to Catholic telecasters. Many differ- 
ent kinds of programs are being telecast in cities where 
television is presently available. Some communities 
are fortunate enough to have The Mass televised every 
Sunday, a program most greatly appreciated by those 
who are confined to bed and unable to attend Mass. 

Religious films are being widely used by television 
stations. In fact the demand for these films is so 
great and knowledge about them so small that the 
National Council of Catholic Men recently inaugurated 
the N.C.C.M. Film Information Service which has as 
its primary purpose the reviewing and cataloging of 
all 16 mm religious films suitable for use by Catholics. 

More and more groups and individuals are using 
the film to tell their story of religious life, vocations, 
the ceremonies of the Church. The film has become 
an important tool in the hands of Catholics and a 
great deal of misinformation about the Church and 
Catholicism is being routed out by religious films. 

More widely used, too, are film strips and slides. 
These have been particularly effective in the teaching 
of children and their use has become more widespread 
in the last ten years. The technical quality of Catho- 
lic film strips and slides is on the whole excellent, and 
the relative inexpensiveness of them compared with 
16 mm films indicates that slides and film strips will 
become an integral part of every Catholic primary and 
secondary school within the not too distant future. 

It is evident, therefore, that modern graphic arts 
and related mass media have an important part to 
play in the teaching of Christian doctrine, and that 
where these arts have been employed they have done 
their job well. Unfortunately, there are those who 
still fail to see the value of all the graphic arts as 
teaching aids. This blindness has retarded the use 
of graphic arts by Catholics to the point that we lag 
far behind other religious groups who have seized upon 
radio, television, the motion picture and the book as 
the best means to get their message across. Fortu- 
nately, however, there are signs that Catholics will 
continue to leave their mark upon mankind through 
the use of graphic arts. Man needs God. Let every 
Catholic do all in his power to bring his fellowman 
to God. Graphic arts will help, so use them. 
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The Catholic Press 
and World Affairs 


John V. R. Lebkicher 


1. World Affairs 

VERYONE is interested in himself, his family 
and his friends. To a lesser but still consid- 
erable degree, he is interested in his neighbors, 
community, and nation. But as the field broadens 
and becomes more remote from himself, the average 
man’s interest decreases. His concern with world 
affairs is usually superficial and fleeting. That is 
probably natural, but today it is extremely dangerous 

and could be fatal. 

World affairs are your business. They are your 
business because your freedom and your very life de- 
pend on how they are conducted. If they are managed 
competently and result in peace, all will be well. But 
the only alternatives to peace in our time are enslave- 
ment by atheistic Communism or the virtually total 
destruction by atomic warfare. 

World affairs are your business, too, because with- 
out your help they can not be satisfactorily conducted. 
In a democracy, foreign as well as domestic policy 
depends on public opinion. If you have no opinion 
or do not make your opinion known, policy must be 
made in a sort of vacuum and will tend to be hesitant, 
weak, and ineffective. Only those policies based on 
and supported by enlightened public opinion can hope 
to be really vigorous and successful. 

World affairs, which boil down to the one over- 
whelmingly important problem of international peace, 
are today more important than ever before in history. 
As his frequent statements on the subject show, they 
have been the constant concern of Pope Pius XII 
since the beginning of his reign, as they were of Pope 
Pius XI before him. More than ever they are the 
main preoccupation of governments throughout the 
world. 

Yes, world affairs are your business; it has even 
been said that no other affairs count. At the Mass 
opening the current UNESCO session in Paris, a ser- 
mon was preached by Archbishop Angelo Roncalli, 
Apostolic Nuncio to France and permanent observer 
for the Holy See at UNESCO, who has recently been 
named a Cardinal. Archbishop Roncalli declared: 

“There are no longer any purely national public 
affairs. From the moment a man receives any leg- 
islative, executive or judicial power . . . he becomes 
in part responsible for the whole of humanity.” 
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World Affairs: Your Business 


Article V 


Expressing the same view, Secretary of State Dean 
Acheson stated that ‘there is no longer any difference 
between foreign questions and domestic questions. 
They are all parts of the same question.” 

As both Catholics and Americans, then, we must 
realize that we have a duty to concern ourselves seri- 
ously with world affairs. 

The Church as the traditional guardian of peace 
has worked ceaselessly to resolve the conflicts that 
are dividing the world into two hostile camps, a task 
of the greatest importance that we cannot understand 
without a knowledge of world affairs. We have a 
duty to inform ourselves of the steps the Church has 
taken to preserve peace and to do all in our power 
to support them. 

Only if the nations accept Christ’s teachings as the 
inviolable rule for their internal and external affairs, 
Pope Pius XI has declared, can they enjoy peace. The 
real cause of world conflict and strife, he said, is the 
nations’ refusal to do so. 

In its annual statement of 1942, On Victory and 
Peace, the American Hierarchy pointed out the im- 
possibility of achieving peace on any basis other than 
the laws of God. 

“Secularism cannot write a real and lasting peace,” 
they stated. “Its narrow vision does not encompass 
the whole man; it cannot evaluate the spirituality of 
the human soul and the supreme good of all man- 
kind. 

“Exploitation cannot write a real and lasting peace. 
Where greedy might and selfish expediency are made 
the substitutes of justice there can be no securely 
ordered world. 

“Totalitarianism, whether Nazi, Communist or Fas- 
cist, cannot write a real and lasting peace. The State 
that usurps total powers, by that very fact, becomes 
a despot to its own people and a menace to the 
family of nations. 

“The Spirit of Christianity can write a real and 
lasting peace in justice and charity to all nations, even 
to those not Christian.” 

We must all of us remember, in reference to this 
last point, that as Catholics we belong to a universal 
Church that preaches the brotherhood of a// men as 
the sons of God, which doctrine is the only final 
answer to the threats of communism and war. 

“The solid and only worthy foundation of inter- 
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national unity, in the eyes of reason as well as of 
faith,” Archbishop Roncalli stated in the sermon cited 
above, “is the fact that men constitute a society of 
the sons of God... 

“Show men that they are all integral parts of a 
vast family, that they are not merely members of a 
class, a nation or a race, but brothers equally loved 
by their common Father who calls them all to share 
in His eternal life. Show them that they are all sons 
of the same Father and also brothers of His only 
Son, Jesus Christ. That is the ideal of human brother- 
hood, most marvelously ennobled and strengthened 
by the dogma of the Mystical Body.” 


Il. The Catholic Press 


N THE field of world affairs the main aim of the 

Catholic press is to support and aid the Church 

in its efforts for peace. This purpose involves 
two principal tasks: the Catholic press must inform 
its readers; it must strive to influence and form as 
large a segment of public opinion as it can. 

The press must, of course, report as fully as pos- 
sible all events that affect the peace, and there are 
few occurrences today that do not in some way or 
other concern it. These events fall into several cate- 
gories. 

First there are the activities and statements of men 
and organizations working for peace. Pronounce- 
ments on the subject by the Pope and the hierarchies 
of the United States and other countries, the work 
of such Catholic organizations as the Pax Christi 
League, Catholic international relief activities and the 
doings of prominent Catholic laymen fall into this 
category. Here Catholic press coverage has been 
good. More news of the work of non-Catholics, how- 
ever, could be carried to good effect by Catholic news- 
papers, also of the work of United Nations agencies, 
of the efforts of our own and other governments and 
private agencies, secular and religious 

A second category consists of events that threaten 
the peace. These include such obvious threats as the 
countless instances of Red aggression and the con- 
tinual persecution of the Church in communist-con- 
trolled lands. These the Catholic press has reported 
in great detail. Also threats, however, are the perse- 
cutions of other Christians, Protestant and Orthodox, 
and the growing Red anti-Semitism. These latter 
should never be ignored by the Catholic press, as they 
have sometimes been. The press should always em- 
phasize the Catholic doctrine of the universal brother- 
hood of man and never give the impression that it 
regards only the persecution of Catholics as dangerous 
to peace. 

They include the subversive activities of communist 
parties and front organizations in our own and other 
non-communist nations, as well as the irresponsible 
and too frequent statements of persons—many of them 
staunchly anti-communist, some of them Catholic 
that tend to create dissension and ill feeling between 
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T HE N.C.W.C. Forum Committee, representative 
of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, 
presents its 1952-53 series of eight articles, month 
by month, under the general title, “World Affairs: 
Your Business.” These have been prepared for gen- 
eral use and should be especially helpful to organiza- 
tion and educational leaders. 


Use the articles: 
For your own information. 


For stimulating a program of action in your organ- 
ization. 


As texts for discussion clubs, forums, round tables, 
radio talks. 


For informal discussion at home and abroad. 


Use the questions at the end as guides for reading 
and discussion. 


Reprints of these articles are available. 
8¢ a single copy; 5¢ a copy in lots of 100 or more 











the peoples of the free world, united in an alliance 
to contain the Red drive for world domination. 

The threats to peace also include the somewhat less 
obvious dangers created by the unwise policies of vari- 
ous governments that aid the Communist cause, al- 
though adopted for completely different reasons. One 
example is the law of the Union of South Africa that 
deprives that nation’s huge Negro majority of virtually 
all civil and political rights. Another is the current 
attitude of France in refusing to discuss its position 
in North Africa in the United Nations. Reporting 
events of this sort sometimes presents considerable 
difficulty, since there may be a fear of offending a 
friend or an ally. The dangers of not reporting them, 
however, far exceed those of giving them coverage, an 
act which in itself tends to force the parties involved 
in a problem of this sort to look harder for a solution. 

A particularly important part of the reportorial 
functions of the Catholic press is the job of uncover- 
ing and counteracting anti-Catholic activities and 
propaganda, which may seriously impede the Church's 
peacemaking efforts. 

“The Church,” Pope Pius XII wrote in his first 
encylical, Summ Pontificatus, “cannot play her part 
as a peacemaker as long as obstacles are put in her 
way to hinder her in her divinely appointed mission, 
so long as the field of her influence is confined by 
unjust limitations.” 

To achieve this necessary goal of counteracting anti- 
Catholic propaganda, the Catholic press must strive 
to reach a much larger group of non-Catholics than it 
does at present. 

At this year’s convention of the Catholic Press 
Association at Notre Dame University, Bishop John F. 
Noll of Fort Wayne, who has had long experience 
as an editor, recommended: 

“There are two things every editor of a Catholic 
newspaper or magazine should begin to do in order 
to make our press more efficient. They are (1) to 
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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 








| News of Work, Projects, Interests 


+ gees was an inspiring nation-wide response to 
the appeal of the Bishops of the United States 
for a day of special prayer on Sunday, Decem- 
ber 28, according to word reaching the Executive De- 
partment, N.C.W.C., at the close of the year. 

The American Bishops had called upon their 30,- 
000,000 fellow Catholics in this country to join with 
them in an appeal to God on the Feast of the Holy 
Innocents, in behalf of their millions of suffering fel- 
low Catholics in communist-dominated lands. It is 
clear that this call was answered, whole-heartedly, 
fervently and in every portion of the land. In a 
variety of ceremonies, American Catholics lifted their 
minds and hearts to God for their persecuted co- 
religionists abroad. 

American Catholics prayed with their Bishops that 
God “may shorten these days of trial and restore peace 
and tranquility to the Church and the world.” “Let 
us write their deeds upon our hearts,” the Bishops said 
of “the confessors and martyrs of today.” “Let us 
tell this story to our people and to our children for 
their inspiration and for their emulation.” 


Christmas Calls for Special Effort 

Thanks to a generous response by its members to 
an appeal from headquarters, the National Council of 
Catholic Women was able to do a great deal toward 
making Christmas happier for a large number of 
people in widely separated areas of the world. 

Not many people think of persons detained at Ellis 
Island, New York, at Christmastime. The N.C.C.W. 
does. Its hands upheld by the generosity of affiliates 
in all parts of the country, the National Council was 
able to send gifts of all kinds to men, women and 
children at the largest port of entry into this country. 
It is difficult to guess just how much this remembrance 
meant to these particular people. Some of them were 
awaiting admittance to the United States. Others were 
waiting to be sent to some foreign land. Most of them 
must have felt uncertain about their futures. All of 
them must have felt dreadfully alone. 

And the N.C.C.W. did not forget its friends across 
the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. The appeals made 
in behalf of the Korean Adopt-a-Family Program met 
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with heart-warming success. Calls for clothing in the 
Thanksgiving drive and the “Christmas Gift for the 
Christ Child” campaign brought thousands of pairs 
of shoes and new and used clothing to be shipped to 
the storerooms of the Holy Father. 

His Holiness Pope Pius XII is not unmindful of 
the work of the N.C.C.W. Ina message sent to thank 
the Council for its works for peace, the Sovereign 
Pontiff said: 

‘Just as your benefactions know no boundaries of 
place, so too must they know no limits of time, for 
there is always need for charity and scope for those 
desirous of helping their distressed brethren.” 

Representation at national meetings continues to be 
an important phase of the work of the National Coun- 
cil of Catholic Women. Some of the recent meetings 
of this character include: The National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference, the National Foundation for Infan- 
tile Paralysis, the National Social Welfare Assembly, 
the U.S. Children’s Bureau’s Special Project for the 
Treatment of Juvenile Delinquency, the Women’s Ad- 
visory Committee of the U.S. Department of Defense, 
the Conference on Economic Development, the An- 
nual Congress of American Industry, the Mid-century 
White House Conference for Children and Youth, the 
National Civil Liberties Clearing House, the Catholic 
Association for International Peace, the Annual Din- 
ner of the National Council of Negro Women. 

Among those representing N.C.C.W. on these occa- 
sions were Mrs. William H. Dalton of Augusta, Me., 
president; Mrs. Albert R. Spillman and Mrs. August 
G. Desch, members of the board of directors repre- 
senting the Provinces of New York and Chicago, re- 
spectively; Miss Margaret Mealey, executive secretary; 
and members of the headquarters staff. 


Nurses Practice Charity 


The National Council of Catholic Nurses reports 
most encouraging progress in a program calculated to 
stem the march of secularism which has penetrated the 
various professions, including nursing. 

It is volunteer nursing, through which members of 
the NCCN seek to promote their own spiritual per- 
fection and happiness through services rendered to 
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their neighbors without thought of remuneration. 

The plan calls for two types of membership: 

Active, in which nurses pledge to give at least four 
hours of free nursing service each month to the sick 
poor. 

Associate, in which the nurses who, because of phys- 
ical limitations or other responsibilities, cannot give 
active nursing care to the sick-poor, pledge to say a 
Rosary a day for the welfare of those who are ill 
and indigent. 

Affiliated diocesan councils have readily adopted 
the program. In the past year, 15 councils have given 
12,664 hours, or an equivalent of 158 days, of free 
nursing care. During a polio epidemic, one council 
gave daily nursing care to indigent patients in its area. 

The type of nursing given varies with the needs of 
the communities. It may be in public or private agen- 
cies, in convalescent nursing homes, in nursing homes 
for the chronically ill, in orphanages, in clinics, and 
others. 

Nurses, in this program, see the Christian concept 
of their calling. They give their services to the sick 
poor because they know they are serving God through 
His children. 


Something New in Meetings 


The N.C.W.C. Youth Department has just come 
up with a plan which will probably be watched closely 
by a number of national organizations. It has an- 
nounced that it will sponsor three separate national 
conventions in the same city in the same month. The 
place is Boston and the time is November, 1953. 

Archbishop Richard J. Cushing of Boston will serve 
as host to all three meetings. 

An economy of time and effort and a pooling of 
talents is expected to result from holding these bi- 
ennial meetings in the same place and at approxi- 
mately the same time. Msgr. Joseph E. Schieder, di- 
rector of the Youth Department, points out that many 
of the participants are working in all three fields cov- 
ered by the assemblies. 

The National Federation of Diocesan Catholic 
Youth Councils will open its second national conven- 
tion on Thursday, November 5, and will conduct 
workshop sessions through noon of Sunday, Novem- 
ber 8. 

The National Catholic Camping Association will 
meet from Sunday afternoon, November 8, until Mon- 
day evening, November 9. Msgr. J. E. Dolan of Los 
Angeles, president of the NCCA, will preside. There 
will be meetings for camp directors, administrators, 
counsellors, and others interested in camping under 
Catholic auspices. 

The fourth National Conference on Catholic Youth 
Work will open Monday evening, November 9, and 
continue until Friday, November 13. As in previous 
years, the plans for this major conference will be 
formulated by an advisory board to the national youth 
directors composed of regional directors from the re- 
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cently-established 18 regions throughout the United 
States. 

Since youth work is a comparatively new field of 
work in the framework of the Church in America, 
these national conferences are expected to dramatize 
the rapid progress that is being made in the informal 
education and development of youth. The printed 
proceedings that result are expected to provide val- 
uable texts for leaders in this growing field. 

Host youth director for these meetings, Father John 
P. Carroll, Boston archdiocesan youth director, will be 
working in close cooperation with Monsignor Schieder 
and his assistant, Father J. Eugene Eiselein. 


A Word Goes Home 


Parents of each of the 78 young people from Ger- 
many and Austria now in this country as high school 
students, under the sponsorship of the German Cul- 
tural Office, N.C.W.C., received letters from the Office 
at Christmas time, extending the season’s greetings 
and apprising them of the welfare and progress of 
their children. There are 70 boys and girls from Ger- 
many and eight from Austria in this country under 
the program this year. 

Meanwhile a newspaper written by the students 
themselves has gone to press with its first 1952-53 
issue. The paper counts “correspondents” in 62 dif- 
ferent cities, and makes highly interesting reading, not 
only for the boys and girls themselves, but for Ameti- 
cans as well. Each youth recites “an experience to 
remember” as a part of his stay in this country. They 
vary from making appearances on television to scoring 
touchdowns for the high school eleven in an impor- 
tant football game. 


Workers Answer Many Calls 


Something of the number and variety of interests 
that fall within the province of the Department of 
Social Action is reflected in the recent and current 
activities of its headquarters staff. 

Miss Margaret Garrity, Interracial Secretary to the 
Catholic Conference on Industrial Problems, received 
a citation from the National Council of Negro Women 
for her work in this field. She was named one of the 
“Women of the Year.” 

Father John F. Cronin, S.S., assistant director, was 
one of a three-member panel that discussed “Labor 
Co-determination In Germany” at the annual meeting 
of the American Catholic Sociological Society in Mil- 
waukee (December 28). 

Miss Katherine B. Kelly represented the Social Ac- 
tion Department at the 19th National Conference on 
Labor Legislation, held in Washington, D.C. (Decem- 
ber 2 and 3) 

Father Cronin attended a semi-annual Conference 
of the Committee on Economic Development held in 
New York to discuss the economic condition of West- 
ern Europe. 

Father R. A. McGowan, director, and Father George 
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Higgins, assistant director, attended the funeral of 
Philip Murray, late president of the C.1.O. Father 
McGowan also visited the home of William Green, 
the late president of the A. F. of L., to pay his respects 
to the deceased labor leader. Father Higgins attended 
the C.1.O. convention at Atlantic City early in De- 
cember. 


Among the most recent of the prominent foreign 
visitors who almost daily come to the headquarters of 
the department were Father John F. Planeta, S.J., of 
the Catholic Institute of Vienna and M. Michel Logan, 
general secretary of the Christian Trade Unions in 
Algeria. Both visitors are on Government-sponsored 
tours of the United States. 

M. Gaston Tessier, general secretary of the Chris- 
tian Trade Unions and French delegate to the United 
Nations, also visited the Social Action Department. 


Documentary Service Started 

The N.C.W.C. News Service (which is issued by the 
Press Department, N.C.W.C.) has inaugurated a docu- 
mentary service to the Bishops of the United States. 
The service was initiated at the direction of Bishop 
Thomas K. Gorman, Coadjutor of Dallas and episco- 
pal chairman of the Press Department. 

This new fund of information, which is expected 
to prove exceptionally useful to the Bishops for back- 
ground, reference and frequent consultation, is the 
material contained in the “Editorial Information” re- 
leases which the News Service has long provided to its 
subscribing Catholic newspapers round the world. In 
this service are included the full texts of the Encyclical 
Letters, Apostolic Letters, Papal Allocutions and other 
Papal pronouncements, and communications of a gen- 
eral nature issued by the Sacred Congregations in 
Rome. Other basic texts not of Papal or Vatican ori- 
gin are also included. 

This is not a service issued at stated intervals, like 
the daily dispatches of the News Service. Rather it 
aims to make available in reliable textual form impor- 
tant pronouncements and documents as they become 
available. In some weeks there may be none of these 
documents. In others, there may be several. 

A marked growth in the field of Catholic radio 
newscasting has been revealed by a survey just com- 
pleted. The NC Newsscript, recently inaugurated by 
the Press Department, is shown to be an important 
factor in aiding this growth. 

The NC Newsscript is a weekly distillation of the 
principal Catholic news of the world, especially pre- 
pared for radio and TV by the N.C.W.C. News Serv- 
ice. It provides a professionally-prepared script for a 
15-minute Catholic news program on television or 
radio, with all the drudgery removed. It enables a 
diocese, a Catholic newspaper, a Catholic society or 
some other sponsor to present a top-flight, authentic 
broadcast of important Catholic news developments 
with a minimum of effort. 

The survey shows that there are more than 30 Cath- 
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olic newscasts on the air in 16 states at the present 
time. Most of the newscasts are weekly, though two 
daily Catholic news programs are already several 
years old. 


According to Form! 


“Hectic” was the word rather than ‘‘merry” for the 
Christmas season this year in the N.C.W.C. Bureau 
of Immigration. 

When Congress passed the McCarran-Walter Act 
(now Public Law 414) over the President’s veto last 
June 27 and provided that it go into effect 180 days 
later, it probably did not figure out that 180 days 
later was going to be December 24, Christmas Eve, 
as ever was. 

And when did the new regulations implementing 
the Act make their official appearance in the Federal 
Register? On December 20! And when did all the 
new petition forms become available? On December 
22! And when was the earliest date they could be 
filed? December 24! 

So, with the date of filing petitions counting in de- 
termining priority on quota waiting lists, the Bureau 
became even busier than usual between December 20 
and December 24 composing form letters of explana- 
tion to be sent out to the various groups of its clients 
who have been granted quota preferences under the 
new Act and attaching the newly printed forms to the 
appropriate letters with instructions to get them back 
for review and filing at the earliest possible moment. 
This meant, of course, previously reviewing all the 
pending cases to determine which would have a dif- 
ferent status under the new law. It meant also for the 
period between the enactment of the Act and until 
shortly before the publication of the regulations gov- 
erning it, careful study not only of the provisions of 
the law but the proposals which both the State De- 
partment and the Department of Justice were making 
to implement it. 


Millions Served in Year 


Michael T. Kelleher of Boston has assumed the 
post of chairman of the executive committee of the 
National Catholic Community Service, which served 
8,000,000 persons last year. He succeeds the late 
Francis P. Matthews, U.S. Ambassador to Ireland and 
one-time Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. Kelleher comes to this responsible office with a 
rich background of experience, honors, and public 
service. He becomes the leader of the Catholic lay 
group which is responsible for the mobilization of 
citizens throughout the country to assist in meeting the 
religious, welfare, recreational, and educational needs 
of men and women in the armed forces and of other 
defense-affected persons. 

A member of the United Service Organizations, 
NCCS operates or assists in the management of 55 
USO clubs in continental United States and abroad. 
It conducts independently sponsored activities in 10 
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other USO-type clubs. NCCS is also a participating 
agency of the United Community Defense Services, 
and serves defense workers and their families in over- 
crowded communities. It also carries out a program 
for patients in 158 Veterans Administration hospitals 
throughout the country. 


Questions Among Books 


Not only does it handle a steady stream of inquiries 
from all the other departments and bureaus of the 
Conference, but the N.C.W.C. Library gets numerous 
and varied requests for help from outside sources, 
some of them far away. 

To take just a sampling of recent appeals for as- 
sistance: 

An organization in California wanted a list of rec- 
ommended materials to guide it in the establishment 
of a church library. Nuns in Canada, conducting a 
day nursery for the service of new Canadians, wanted 
to be kept informed on activities in the United States 
in the field of child care. Information was sought on 
the origin of the Christmas Crib, and how Christmas 
is observed in foreign lands. Could the library locate 
an article “Gouging of Service Men in the Matter of 
Housing” that appeared in a large secular magazine 
“about a year ago”? Could the library send the best 
available information on (a dozen or more) topics to 
be debated by various schools, societies, etc.? One 
request for data came from the debating society of a 
large state prison. Members of this team debate rep- 
resentatives of some of the most famous colleges, 
“inside” and “‘outside.”’ 


An Apostolate Grows 


The growth of the Family Apostolate in the United 
States is strikingly rapid, it is disclosed in a pamphlet 
Our Growing Family Apostolate just issued by the 
Family Life Bureau, N.C.W.C. 

Year by year, and almost month by month, a fore- 
word says, the apostolate can be seen to gain added 
momentum. 

Characterized by variety, ‘‘any and all who wish to 
participate in it can find something they can do,” the 
apostolate nevertheless follows certain definite lines. 
These may be summed up under three main headings 
—religious, educative and inspirational activities. 

Among the religious activities, the report announces 
a particularly encouraging growth in religious family 
works, such as the use of sacramentals, daily prayers 
and devotions in common, the celebration of certain 
feasts in the home, the enthronement of the Sacred 
Heart in the home, the encouragement of special reli- 
gious family customs such as marked the Christian 
family life of our forefathers, the commemoration of 
religious milestones within the family such as wedding 
anniversaries, baptisms and the name days of the fam- 
ily, and family group attendance at Mass. The report 
also makes special mention of the family retreat as a 
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medium offering special promise in promoting reli- 





gious practices in the home itself. 


On the educative side, the report notes an abun- 
dance of helpful literature, lectures, radio talks, dis- 
cussion clubs, forums, institutes and conventions deal- 
ing with family life. 

Inspirational activities, which appeal to the emo- 
tions rather than the intellect, also have their impor- 
tance, the report declares. Popular examples of such 
activities cited are the selection and honoring of the 
Catholic Mother of the Year, bestowal of awards on 
individuals who have done particularly noteworthy 
work for the family, inspirational addresses and writ- 
ings, and Family Holy Hours with couples renewing 
their marriage promises and reciting the pledge to 
Christian marriage. 


On the Job—On the Go 


Extent of the present ‘road work” and “desk work” 
of the National Center of the Confraternity of Chris- 
tian Doctrine in “selling” the CCD technique of reli- 
gious instruction for adults and for Catholic pupils 
attending public schools is reflected in the following 
summary: 

One staff member's travel log on December 31 
showed 194 days ‘on the road” speaking at seminaries, 
colleges, motherhouses, diocesan and provincial meet- 
ings of Catholic groups. Another member spent six 
weeks “‘south of the border’ attending catechetical 
congresses in Colombia, Brazil, Chile and Argentina. 

Regional CCD Congresses promoted by the Na- 
tional Center registered more than 14,200 clergy, reli- 
gious and laity in the provinces of New Orleans, San 
Antonio, Louisville, Boston, Detroit, Portland, Seattle, 
Baltimore and Washington. Specialized Priests’ CCD 
Institutes were attended by 516 parish priests in Santa 
Fe, Kansas City (Kan.), Alexandria, Covington, Hart- 
ford, Lansing and Paterson. Two six-day courses for 
laity were held at Denver and Manchester. 

The National Center is sponsoring for 1952-1953 
a nationwide drive to increase the number of adults 
registered for CCD religious discussion clubs, infor- 
mal groups of eight to 12 people who meet in each 
other’s homes for two eight-week periods in Spring 
and Fall. The Life of Christ as taken from New Tes- 
tament texts is being studied as a follow-up of the 
two 1952 Catholic Bible Weeks. The first 21 dioceses 
reporting to December 1 have enrolled 77,964 mem- 
bers in 7,676 clubs. Springfield (IIl.) leads the list 
with 19,542 adults in more than 2,000 clubs. 


The most recent result of CCD “desk work” is the 
December publication of the Proceedings of the Ninth 
National CCD Congress, a 464-page volume of more 
than 200 papers given during the meeting and con- 
taining the latest papal statement to the CCD in the 
U.S. The entire field of Confraternity activity is de- 
tailed in 15 sections. 
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THE CATHOLIC WOMAN IN HER COMMUNITY 


KATHLEEN L. DALTON 


bj pw no government agency or national move- 
ment is without its Women’s Division. Why? Be- 
cause American women are taking an active part 
in today’s life and wield a definite influence in their 
communities. So essential to the successful function- 
ing of community and national work is their interest 
in current issues that national women’s organizations 
constantly participate in briefing sessions to bring these 
needs and projects to their far-flung memberships. 


* * Such a meeting of the Women’s Advisory 
Council, Office of Public Information of the Depart- 
ment of Defense was held on November 19 at the 
Pentagon in Washington, D.C. Thirty-three national 
women’s organizations were represented. As _presi- 
dent of the National Council of Catholic Women, I 
represented the Council, accompanied by the executive 
secretary, Miss Margaret Mealey. 

Three important subjects were discussed: The neces- 
sity for the Defense Department of the United States, 
the Korean military situation, and the Military Assist- 
ance Program. 

The Department of Defense was built to protect the 
security of the United States. From 1942 to 1947 
a military machine was built, then torn down, to be 
rebuilt in 1950. It is now a strong defense of machin- 
ery and men. By next spring this defense machine 
will have produced to its peak. It will then be nec- 
essary to keep a cruising speed. 

The discussion on Korea showed the morale of the 
troops good but the economic situation of the Korean 
people desperate. South Korean troops are guarding 
60 percent of the front. The United States has sus- 
tained total casualties of 126,000. Of this number, 
20,000 have been killed or have died as the result of 
wounds received in action, 13,000 are missing, and 
93,000 have been wounded. Seventy-nine thousand 
of the 93,000 wounded have been restored to health. 
In answer to the question, “Why Korea?,” the De- 
fense Department spokesman stated that if the U.N. 
had not stepped in, Korea would have been taken 
over by Russia and become the opening wedge to our 
own civilization. 

A further safeguard to Western civilization is the 
Mutual Security Program under the Military Assist- 
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ance Program, through which the United States has 
assisted other countries with money and manpower 
and has worked in partnership with them. The fact 
that it is an investment in security and survival is a 
sufficient reason to back this program. 

Women’s organizations might well assist in the 
current Defense project of Ground Observer opera- 
tions. Women make up 70 percent of the volunteers 
in the present Ground Observer project. Posts are 
set up in strategic areas of the United States, with 
from 50 to 150 persons at each post, to spot planes 
and report them to a filter center. An understanding 
and appreciation of the necessity for this work must 
be brought to the general public. The Blood Donor 
program, USO, interpretation at the community level 
of the Defense needs and projects, and the visiting 
of local military installations are works well suited to 
N.C.C.W. affiliates. 


+ + With representatives of 41 national women’s 
organizations I attended the eighth annual conference 
of State Advisors on Women’s Activities of the Na- 
tional Foundation for Infantile Paralysis in New York 
City, November 10-14. Because polio is a child- 
crippling disease it touches the hearts of all women. 
Polio in 1952 was a study in extremes: Unparalleled 
achievements in the search for control, and the worst 
epidemic in polio history, with more than 50,000 new 
cases reported. Last year marked the first, limited 
success in the search for a preventive, yet polio remains 
the only epidemic disease on the increase in the United 
States. Intensified cooperation in the Blood Donor 
program is essential to the work as blood is necessary 
in the gamma globulin treatment now under trial in 
polio research. I learned with pride of the vast vol- 
unteer work carried on by the women in N.C.C.W. 
affiliated organizations which I hope will be continued 
and increased wherever there is need. 


+ + At the time of the Infantile Paralysis confer- 
ence another meeting of concern to women took place 
in New York City—the annual meeting of the Na- 
tional Social Welfare Assembly. Mrs. Robert Spill- 
man, N.C.C.W. director from the Province of New 
York and I covered these sessions. The program consid- 
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ered four problems: Aging, social welfare needs of 
the small community, local planning for international 
social welfare, and the emergency in social welfare 
planning. 

In the field of the aging, the discussion centered on 
employment opportunities for the older worker. 
Simplified methods of work and improved equipment 
make it possible for older people to do a very satis- 
factory piece of work. Their work record shows more 
pride in their work, greater loyalty, with smaller turn- 
over than among the younger employees. With the 
recognition that positions of decreased responsibility 
and reduced income must be theirs, the older workers 
can find a satisfying life still open to them. Busi- 
ness organizations were called upon to re-examine their 
potential pool of jobs to use these older people. 


To determine the social welfare needs in a small 
community, all available resources should be used. 


HE fall of 1952 provided red letter days for the 
National Council of Catholic Women in the great 
Northwest. 

First, there was the magnificently successful con- 
vention in Seattle in November, and following close 
upon it, the organization of the Yakima Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women in a diocese little more 
than a year old. Then came the expansion of the Salt 
Lake City Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
throughout the State of Utah. 

There had been organizations affiliated with the 
National Council of Catholic Women in the Yakima 
area for many years through the Seattle and Spokane 
Councils. In 1951, however, this rapidly growing 
section of the State of Washington became the Diocese 
of Yakima. A year later, in order to offer to lay- 
women the opportunity for participation in the official 
work of the Church, Most Reverend Joseph P. Dough- 
erty established the Diocesan Council. 

On October 27, in St. Paul’s Cathedral, Yakima, as 
the D.C.C.W. came into being, more than 500 wom- 
en gathered to signify their willingess to work with 
their Bishop. Describing the day as “the happiest I 
have known as Bishop of Yakima,” Bishop Dougherty 
asked the women of the Diocese to work together, to 
sanctify themselves, to communciate this deepened 
spirituality to their friends and families, and then to 
share it with their neighbors in the community and 
world. 

Committees set up in the Diocesan Council to im- 
plement this mandate of the Bishop included Spiritual 
Development, Cooperating with the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine, Cooperating with Catholic Chari- 
ties, Family and Parent Education, and War Relief. 

Mrs. E. J. Auve, of Yakima, became the first presi- 
dent and Rev. Paul Stecher, vice-chancellor, was ap- 
pointed spiritual moderator. 
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PROGRESS IN THE NORTHWEST 


Plans should be mapped on natural economic areas of 
need rather than on county lines. Using mobile units 
in which trained personnel might be pooled, would 
often meet a larger area of need at reduced cost. 


A community of 2500 in Vermont was used to pin- 
point the subject of local planning for international 
social welfare. This community is becoming inter- 
national minded through accepting foreign exchange 
students, DPs, and foreign speakers invited in from 
other areas. Studies of U.N. set-up and projects are 
stressed in the schools. 


The final question, ‘Is the emergency becoming a 
new normal for social welfare?,” might well be asked 
in every field as the emergency seems to be the present 
normal. Community planning needs the Catholic 
woman, it needs the steadying influence of those whose 
“conscience is enlightened by the knowledge of prin- 
ciples that express God’s law.” 






This new council is the eighty-fifth diocesan council 
of the N.C.C.W. and its organization adds approxt- 
mately 25 affiliations to the national federation. Miss 
Mary Donohoe, affiliations secretary, N.C.C.W., as- 
sisted in the organization work. 

A few days later, on November 1, the Salt Lake 
City Diocesan Council of Catholic Women met in the 
See City, following an extension and expansion pro- 
gram throughout the State. About 350 women from 
all over Utah attended this meeting. Many had come 
hundreds of miles, arriving the night before the meet- 
ing or driving from 5:00 a.m. to reach Salt Lake City 
before the opening Pontifical Mass at ten o'clock. At 
this Mass, Most Reverend Duane G. Hunt expressed 
deep appreciation to the women for this visible sign 
of their unity. 

Speaking at the Mass, Most Reverend Joseph Len- 
nox Federal, Auxiliary Bishop of Salt Lake City and 
new spiritual moderator of the D.C.C.W., said, in 
part: ‘“The greatest need of the world is not for diplo- 
mats, or philosophers, but for souls in love with God: 
men and women with hearts of little children without 
guile, without deceit, who will translate the noblest 
emotions within them into sterling deeds for the glory 
of God and the good of humankind.” 

This November 1 meeting was the culmination of 
a 1500 mile trip throu shout the State made in early 
October. During the trip, meetings to effect district 
organization were he'd in six districts set up by the 
Diocese for this purpose: Salt Lake City, Ogden, 
Provo, Cedar City, Vernal and Price. Bishop Federal 
visited the district centers explaining the reason for 
organization in Utah. Miss Mary Donohoe partici- 
pated in the meetings, outlining the organizational 
structure of the Council. In this stronghold of Mor- 


monism, Catholic women came in great numbers to 
the district meetings, often driving from 90 to 120 
miles for these occasions. 
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At the organization meeting in Salt Lake City, 
Bishop Hunt described missionary opportunities open 
to united Catholic women in the fields of cooperating 
with the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine and youth 
work, and in a special work for the students of the 


Intermountain Indian School at Brigham City, Utah. 

Miss Margaret O’Brien, of Salt Lake City, is presi- 
dent of the expanded Council, and the expansion adds 
approximately 30 new member organizations to 
N.C.C.W. 


WOMEN IN UNITED ACTION 


Columbus .. . The interest of Catholic women in cur- 
rent issues was evidenced at the 7th annual convention 
of the Columbus D.C.C.W., October 9. Dr. James M. 
O'Neill, whose most recent book, Catholicism and 
American Freedom, has been so widely acclaimed, was 
the principal speaker at the banquet. Resolutions 
adopted included atomic energy, federal aid to educa- 
tion, displaced persons, and employment of minority 
groups. Foreign students from the Ohio State Uni- 
versity and the College of St. Mary of the Springs took 
part in a panel discussion on “Experiences at Home 
and in America” at the International Relations work- 
shop. This workshop was one of nine conducted at 
the convention. Over 700 women participated in the 
meeting which opened with Pontifical High Mass 
celebrated by Most Rev. Michael J. Ready, Bishop of 
Columbus. Mrs. Alexander J. Glockner was elected 
president, succeeding Miss Marion Swickard. 


Duluth . . . “Government is Your Business,’ theme 
of the Duluth D.C.C.W. convention, October 13, was 
developed in workshop discussion by the Duluth Dean- 
ery Committee on Legislation under the leadership 
of Mrs. John Frigon, diocesan chairman of the Legis- 


lative Committee. The duties of citizenship were out- 
lined by Very Rev. Thomas F. Scott. Mrs. E. C. Her- 
zog, D.C.C.W. president, told of the recent national 
convention and of the inspiration given by the realiza- 
tion that Catholic women do indeed have a vital role 
to play in today’s life. Mrs. Herzog was elected na- 
tional director from the Province of Dubuque at the 
national convention. Over 300 women attended the 
Duluth Council convention. 


Mobile . . . Solemn Pontifical Mass celebrated by Most 
Rev. Thomas J. Toolen, Bishop of Mobile, opened the 
17th annual convention of the Mobile D.C.C.W.., held 
October 13-14. The theme, “Action for Christ—Here 
and Now,” was presented in four sections: Through 
the Confraternity, Through the Catholic Press, 
Through Mary, and Through Service to Youth. More 
than 300 women attended the convention, which 
elected Mrs. Michael J. Simpson president to succeed 
Mrs. W. L. Thornton. The banquet honored Bishop 
Toolen on his silver episcopal jubilee. A spiritual 
bouquet, a silver service, and $1700 were presented 
to His Excellency. The money will be used in his 
chapel building program in the Diocese. The 
N.C.C.W. Director from the Province of New Or- 
leans, Mrs. Aynaud F. Hebert, extended greetings 
from the National Council. Other speakers included 
Miss Margaret Mealey, executive secretary, N.C.C.W.; 
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Mrs. Mary Tinley Daly, Catholic columnist; and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Bentley, former Communist Party member 
in the United States. 

Belleville .. . Most Rev. Albert R. Zuroweste, Bishop 
of Belleville, was guest of honor at the 33rd annual 
convention of the Belleville D.C.C.W., October 14. 
Three hundred and twenty-five delegates listened to his 
special message. Eight workshops covered the Coun- 
cil’s activities in such fields as Catholic Charities, 
Family and School, Civil Defense, Lay Retreats, Leg- 
islation, Organization, Youth, and Cana Conferences. 
The National Director of the Lay Retreat Movement, 
Rev. Leo Bryne, spoke on retreats for women. A tele- 
gram protesting the Bulgarian mock trials was sent by 
the convention to Secretary of State Acheson. Mrs. 
Fred Zacharski, acting president, was elected presi- 
dent for 1953. 

Paterson . . . The newly elected National President, 
Mrs. William H. Dalton, was a guest speaker at the 
8th annual Paterson D.C.C.W. convention, October 15. 
She urged the women to participate actively in civic 
affairs to help in raising the moral standards of the 
world. Most Rev. Thomas A. Boland, then Bishop 
of Paterson, also asked the women, by their good ex- 
ample, to correct the moral evils of the day. Other 
speakers included Miss Alba Zizzamia, of the 
N.C.W.C. Office for U.N. Affairs; Mrs. Robert Don- 
aldson, past national director, Province of Newark; 
and Mrs. Richard F. Gormley, national chairman, 
Committee on Spiritual Development. An explana- 
tion and demonstration of study clubs in action was 
given. More than 800 women participated in the 
opening Mass, offered by Rt. Rev. Msgr. John J. 
Shanley, spiritual moderator, and in the convention 
sessions which developed the theme, “God’s Will: 
Our Work.” Mrs. George Kirchner was elected 
president, succeeding Mrs. Leo A. Sweeney. 

Rochester . . . In addressing the 18th annual conven- 
tion of the Rochester D.C.C.W., October 16, Most 
Rev. James E. Kearney, Bishop of Rochester, said the 
Blessed Mother keynoted the lives of women in her 
words: ‘Be it done unto me according to thy word.” 
Today, Catholic women should go forward with a 
sense of confidence, His Excellency said, as their theme 
is the same as on the lips of the Blessed Virgin and 
from God. The role of Catholic women in parish 
life was outlined by Rev. Louis J. Hohman. The 
convention brought together 745 women to consider 
the theme ‘God's Will: Our Work.” The President, 
Mrs. Frank G. Shaughnessy, presided. She is suc- 
ceeded in office by Mrs. Arthur T. McAvoy. 
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Amarillo... The 16th annual convention of the Ama- 
rillo D.C.C.W., held October 18-19, featured ‘The 
United Nations and You.” This theme was discussed 
by the principal banquet speaker, Mrs. W. G. Dingus. 
A special observance of the 500th annivesary of the 
printing of the Gutenberg Bible was held during the 
convention. Workshops on Youth, Family Life, and 
Public Relations were conducted and a Living Rosary 


by children was a feature of the meeting. Mrs. J. W. 
Garman, Jr., was reelected president. In Mrs. Gar- 
man’s absence, the Vice-President, Mrs. George 


Glover, presided. Most Rev. Laurence J. FitzSimon, 
Bishop of Amarillo, closed the convention with Bene- 
diction of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 


Little Rock . . . Over 200 women from all over the 
State of Arkansas attended the Little Rock D.C.C.W. 
14th annual convention, October 19-20. The meeting 
opened with Mass celebrated by Most Rev. Al- 
bert L. Fletcher, Bishop of Little Rock, at which Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. James E. O'Connell, spiritual moderator, 
preached on “The Catholic Woman in Today's 
World.” Bishop Fletcher addressed the meeting on 
“Catholic Women in Politics.” He stressed the ob- 
ligation of Catholic women to take part in community, 
state and national affairs by the conscientious use of 
the ballot. Miss Irma Piepho, administrative assist- 
ant, N.C.C.W., was a guest speaker. Mrs. Edward 
Kultgen was elected president, succeeding Dr. Frances 
Rothert. 

Austin . . . Pontifical Mass was celebrated during the 
4th annual convention of the Austin D.C.C_W. by 
Most Rev. Louis J. Reicher, Bishop of Austin. The 
Vicar General, Very Rev. John J. Kearns, delivered 
the sermon on “The Soul of the Apostolate.” The 
meeting, held October 19-20, was attended by 175 
delegates and presided over by the President, Miss 
Gussie Schultz. Greetings from the National Council 
were extended by Mrs. Enrico Liberto, national di- 
rector, Province of San Antonio. Mrs. Charles Faust, 
Dallas D.C.C.W. president, spoke on “The Lay Apos- 
tolate, a Challenge to Every Catholic Woman.” The 
recently completed Queen of Peace burse—a special 
work of the Diocesan Council—was presented to 
Bishop Reicher at the convention. 


Omaha . . . The power of spirituality and personal sanc- 
tification was stressed by Rt. Rev. Msgr. E. G. Graham 
in his sermon at the Mass opening the 28th annual 
convention of the Omaha A.C.C.W., held October 
22-23. Mass on the second day of the convention 
was offered for the living and deceased members of 
the Council by Rt. Rev. Msgr. John S. Juricek, spiri- 
tual moderator. Most Rev. Gerald T. Bergan, Arch- 
bishop of Omaha, addressed the more than 500 women 
in attendance. The theme, “Christian Living is a 
Quiet Thing,” was developed through speeches and 
panels on ‘Christian Living in Home, School and Com- 
munity’? and “Youth and Christian Living.” Miss 
Margaret Mealey, N.C.C.W. executive secretary, spoke 


January, 1953 


on “Christian Living and the N.C.C.W.” She told 
the women that through the N.C.C.W. a system 
reaches out into each affiliated group bringing the 
teachings of the Church into the daily lives of Catho- 
lics and non-Catholics alike, allowing them to 
strengthen the spiritual and social fabric of life in this 
country. Miss Mealey also participated in a work- 
shop, speaking on “The Why of a Deanery Council.” 
The new President, Mrs. Emmett Rossiter, was pre- 
sented by Mrs. D. E. Mitchell, retiring president, who 
had presided at the convention. 


Hartford . . . A report of the recently attended na- 
tional convention by a panel of five women from the 
Hartford D.C.C.W. was a feature of the annual con- 
vention of the Hartford Council, October 25. Five 
hundred women attended the convention which opened 
with Solemn High Mass offered by Rev. George M. 
Grady. Most Rev. Henry J. O'Brien, Bishop of Hart- 
ford, presided at the Mass and the sermon was 
preached by Rev. Robert A. Graham, contributing 
editor of America. In speaking on “Woman, the 
Peacemaker,” Rev. James J. O'Brien said that a good 
Catholic is a happy combination of what we believe 
in and what we do. The President, Mrs. Robert H. 
Mahoney, who presided at the sessions, continues in 
office. 


Winona... The Mass opening the Winona D.C_C.W. 
convention, October 26, was the first Pontifical Mass 
offered in the new Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in 
Winona. Most Rev. Edward A. Fitzgerald, Bishop 
of Winona, was the celebrant. His Excellency spoke 
on the convention theme, ‘“The Home is a Sanctuary.” 
Other speakers included Dr. Anne Cawley Boardman, 
author and lecturer, who spoke on “The Living Faith” 
and Rev. J. Richard Feiten, diocesan director of Catho- 
lic Charities. Mrs. E. C. Herzog, newly elected na- 
tional director from the Province of St. Paul, was a 
special guest. The past National Director, Mrs. L. 
L. Roerkohl, told of the Rome meeting of the World 
Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations to which 
she had been an N.C.C.W. delegate. Mrs. D. A. 
Galligan, president, presided at the meeting and re- 
ported on the recent national convention. One thous- 
and women were in attendance. 


R.1.P. 


Mrs. Arthur H. S. Bird, who served as second vice 
president of the National Council of Catholic Women 
from 1920 until 1924, died in early November. Mrs. 
Bird represented the Province of San Francisco on 
the National Board. She was alsc the first president 
of the Salt Lake City D.C.C.W. In recognition of her 
great service to the Church, Mrs. Bird was honored 
by the Holy See with the medal Pro Ecclesia et Ponti- 
fice and the title Lady of the Holy Sepulchre. 

The N.C.C.W. is grieved at the loss of this pioneer 
in the work of united Catholic women in the United 
States and prays for the happy repose of her soul. 
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Headquarters Report 


T a meeting of N.C.C.M.’s executive committee 

A in Washington, November 28 and 29, an invi- 

tation from the St. Louis Archdiocesan Council 

of Catholic Men to hold the 1953 annual convention 
on April 11 and 12 in St. Louis was accepted. 

N.C.C.M. Film Information Service: Anyone inter- 
ested in promoting Catholic motion pictures should 
see the December issue of Close-Up, monthly bulletin 
of the N.C.C.M. Film Information Service. The ins 
and outs of telling your story are contained in obser- 
vations by experts in the motion picture field. 

Also included are complete reviews of four 16 mm 
religious films suitable for use by Catholics. “Cradle 
of Civilization,” “Our Lady and the Tumbler,” 
“Hidden Treasures,” and “King of Kings” are the 
films reviewed in the December issue. 

A subscription to Close-Up is included in the an- 
nual N.C.C.M. Film Information Service membership, 
which costs only $2.00 per year. 

The Congressional committee investigating filthy 
literature began its hearings on December 1. Con- 
gressman E. C. Gathings, chairman, said that the 
committee’s work might not have progressed so far 
without N.C.C.M.’s help. 

N.C.C.M., represented at the hearings by Father 
Thomas Fitzgerald, of Chicago, presented to the Com- 
mittee a six-point plan for fighting lewd literature: 


1. A code that would act as a guide to an industry 
reviewing board similar to that of the motion picture 
and television industry. 

2. Committee steps to create an informed and an 
alert public opinion among all civic-minded groups. 

3. Enactment of a measure that would authorize 
the Post Office Department to impound the mail of 
distributors of literature found to be indecent, pend- 
ing final adjudication of their cases. 

4. An amendment to the section of the U. S. Code 
dealing with transportation of obscene material across 
state lines to include the words “transportation by any 
means whatsoever” because under the present statute 
a private Carrier in such cases is not subject to the law. 

5. Addition of a new section to the U. S$. Code which 
would make punishable by fine or imprisonment or 
both the transportation for sale or distribution of 
obscene materials. 

6. The Gathings Committee be established as a 
continuing committee to study and report to Congress 
on the problem of objectionable literature. 
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N.C.C.M.’s Christmas Pledge (December Catholic 
Men) was carried in Catholic newspapers throughout 
the country . . . 20,000 reprints were distributed by 
N.C.C.M. headquarters. 


N.C.C.M. Television 


For the first time, “The Catholic Hour’ will appear 
on television. For 23 years a popular radio program, 
“The Catholic Hour,” will make its television debut 
over 47 stations of the NBC-TV network on Sunday, 
January 4, 1953, from 1:30 to 2:00 pm EST. 

“The Catholic Hour’ on television will not be a 
simulcast of its radio counterpart, but rather a unique 
and exciting series of programs prepared especially 
for television. 

“The Catholic Hour” on radio will continue to pre- 
sent the best in Catholic speakers, music, and drama. 
And when both the radio and TV versions of ‘The 
Catholic Hour’ are presented, there will be an hour 
of Catholic Hour programming available to radio and 
television listeners and viewers. 

‘The Catholic Hour” on television will replace the 
Catholic portions of the NBC-TV religious feature, 
“Frontiers of Faith.” It will be seen on the four 
Sundays of January, the five Sundays of March, the 
five Sundays of August, and the Sundays of one other 
month during 1953. 

For its inaugural series, “The Catholic Hour’ will 
present a four-program dramatic series explaining what 
is found and what takes place inside a Catholic Church 
under the general title, ‘’The Church—God’s House.” 

The scripts are being prepared by Jason Johnson, 
well-known Catholic TV actor and writer. He received 
wide acclaim for his script, ““The Medal” which was 
produced by N.C.C.M. during the October series on 
The Sacramentals. 

Archbishop Richard J. Cushing, Boston, chairman 
of the Lay Organizations, Department, N.C.W.C., will 
speak on the first program. 

Featured in the role of narrator will be the Reverend 
Vincent F. Holden of the Paulist Fathers, Detroit 
Mission Band. Long a favorite on the N.C.C.M.-ABC 
radio program, “The Christian In Action,” Father 
Holden is making his network TV debut on ‘The 
Catholic Hour.” 

Assisting him will be members of the Catholic 
Actors’ Guild of America who received excellent re- 
views on their performances in the October series of 
programs. 

“The Catholic Hour” on television is produced by 
Dean McCarthy, N.C.C.M.’s director of TV. Martin 
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H. Work, N.C.C.M. executive secretary, is the execu- 
tive producer of the show. 


N.C.C.M. Radio for January 


The Catholic Hour (NBC 2:00-2:30 p.m. EST 
Sundays), Rev. Joseph Manton, C.Ss.R., of the Mission 
Church, Boston, Mass. Outstanding Catholic Hour 
and mission speaker, Father Manton will present an 
engaging series of seven talks from January 4 through 
February 15, entitled “The People and The Steeple.” 
Weekly titles for January: Jan. 4: “A Church Is a Dull 
Place;” Jan. 11: “A Funeral Is a Sad Sight;” Jan. 18: 
“A Marriage Is a Serious Proposition;” Jan. 25: “A 
Confession Is a Sealed Secret.” 

The Christian in Action (ABC 11:30-12:00 Noon, 
EST, Sundays). The Rev. Daniel A. Lord, S.J., noted 
author, columnist and radio commentator will present 
a pertinent series titled “Opening Our World to God.” 
Weekly titles: Jan. 4: “Refilling the World With 
God;” Jan. 11: “The Tale of a Godless City;” Jan. 
18: “Gateways of Grace;” Jan. 25: “The Answer to 
the Godless World.” 

The Living Word (NBC, 11:45-12:00 Noon, EST, 
Sundays). A series of dramatic readings from the 
Bible presented on the four Sundays of January by 
N.C.C.M. will feature movie actress Jane Wyatt. 

Faith In Our Time (NBC, 12:45-1:00 p.m., EST, 
Thursdays). The Rev. William L. Doty, of Cardinal 
Hayes High School in New York, will present a series 
of inspirational talks whose titles will be announced 
later. 


From the Field 


* + * A broad program of action emphasizing per- 
sonal holiness and sanctification of the family was 
approved as 19 resolutions were adopted by the Cin- 
cinnati Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Men at its 
re-establishment convention in November. 

The 600 delegates paraded from the opening Mass 
at the Old Cathedral through downtown streets to 
the Sheraton-Gibson Hotel for the convention sessions. 
Archbishop Karl J. Alter of Cincinnati offered the 
Mass. 

Speakers included Francis I. Nally, president of 
N.C.C.M. and editor of The Catholic Chronicle of 
Toledo, Ohio; Martin H. Work, N.C.C.M. executive 
secretary; and Father John C. Staunton, Ohio Catholic 
Welfare Conference executive secretary. 

The resolutions detailed that the purpose of the 
program is “to help impregnate the environment in 
which we live—our laws, our social institutions and 
our public policy—with Christian principles.” 

Robert Otto of Cincinnati was named president. 

* * * Coordinated lay activity will be the theme set 
in Boston when the Archdiocesan Councils of Catholic 
Men and Women hold a joint convention on Febru- 
ary 15 which will mark their formal establishment. 

* * * On December 14 the Steubenville diocesan- 
wide coordinating committee held its first meeting. 
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Bishop John King Mussio of Steubenville and Martin 
H. Work, N.C.C.M.’s executive secretary, spoke. 

* * * San Francisco had a first, too—its organiza- 
tional meeting of the A.C.C.M. Activities and pro- 
gram for the coming year were laid out. A principal 
project is arranging to have the Mass explained at 
the Mass itself in as many parishes as possible. 

* * * The John Carroll Society, Washington, 
sponsors a TV Mass for shut-ins. They have received 
many letters from appreciative viewers. Could your 
group be doing this in your city? 

* * * More and more laymen throughout the 
country are helping to spread the Faith by local radio 
Catholic newscasts. N.C.W.C. has newsscripts avail- 
able for your use. Write us about it. 

* * * We know that Catholic Men, N.C.C.M.’s 
monthly publication, is really serving you when we get 
word that you have used our articles. The Los An- 
geles Tidings carried our story, “Is Fortune Telling 
Sinful?” (December Catholic Men) . . . The Insti- 
tute Journal, official organ of the Young Men's In- 
stitute, reprinted “Cursing—A Sinful Habit’ (No- 
vember Catholic Men) and our lead story urging 
afhliates to protest persecutions of Bulgarian Bishops, 
priests and laymen (November Catholic Men). 

* * * The St. Louis A.C.C.M. continues with its 
radio series ‘“The Voice of Catholic Men.” The pro- 
gram, now in its twenty-second week, features talks 
by Catholic laymen. 

* + * Springfield, Illinois, Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Men announces choice of its first diocesan 
president: William Wilkinson, of Alton, Illinois. 

* * * January 11 is being popularized as “Family 
Day.” N.C.C.M. urges you to celebrate the Feast of 
the Holy Family by leading your family to the Com- 
munion rail. 

* + * A resolution deploring the state-wide spread 
of “false information” about the parochial school sys- 
tem was adopted at the second annual convention of 
the St. Louis Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Men, 
November 15-16. 

The delegates called upon the council’s new officers 
to take direct action in combating the false informa- 
tion which, they said, has been spread through Mis- 
souri. 

Some 1,000 men, representing 256 organizations 
throughout the Archdiocese, attended the convention. 
Among the speakers was Martin Work, N.C.C.M. ex- 
ecutive secretary, who explained the federation of 
organizations as set up under the N.C.C.M. 

Archbishop Joseph EF. Ritter of St. Louis welcomed 
the delegates. He expressed gratification over the 


response of Catholic men to qualify themselves for 
leadership in the social and religious field, and re- 
minded them that the preparation for such leadership 
is a form of adult education. 

The delegates elected Eugene J. Sullivan as presi- 
dent to succeed Circuit Judge David A. McMullan, 
both of St. Louis. 
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THE CATHOLIC PRESS AND WORLD AFFAIRS 
Continued from page 7 





induce subscribers to the paper—all of them—to read 
it; and (2) to persuade them to hand their paper or 
periodical to a non-Catholic neighbor or friend after 
they have perused it.” 

If this were done, the Bishop pointed out, the Cath- 
olic press could reach an additional 20,000,000 read- 
ers. Various other means of acquiring non-Catholic 
readers were suggested in last year’s article on the 
press in the CATHOLIC ACTION Forum Series. If 
they can be successfully put into practice the second, 
and most important, task of the Catholic press will be 
made a great deal easier. 


That task is the formation of public opinion. Not 
only must Catholic newspapers report the news; they 
must explain and interpret what they report. They 
must persuade public opinion, not just Catholic opin- 
ion, to support the Church’s campaign for peace. 

“Public opinion in our country can exert a tremen- 
dous influence in making the peace and determining 
the manner of international collaboration for its main- 
tenance,’ the American Hierarchy declared in its 1944 
annual statement, On International Order. “If public 
opinion is indifferent or uninformed, we shall run the 
risk of a bad peace, and perhaps return to the tragedy 
of ‘power politics’ which in the past divided nations 
and sowed the seeds of war. If public opinion is 


alert and informed, we can have a lasting peace and 


security. It is imperative that all our citizens recog- 
nize their responsibility in the making and mainte- 
nance of the peace. They must inform themselves on 
the issues and form their judgments in the light of 
sound reason and our Christian democratic traditions.” 

Thus the Bishops stressed the importance of form- 
ing public opinion and indicated the sort of formation 
needed, a formation which the Catholic press is alone 
able to provide. 

Among the requisites for peace which the press 
must argue for and persuade its readers to support 1s 
international cooperation and organization. Speaking 
last summer to a study conference on Catholics and 
International Life, the Holy Father said: 

“International unification is making notable prog- 
ress notwithstanding psychological obstacles that are 
neither slight nor readily overcome. . . . By this very 
fact a great responsibility also weighs upon Catholics: 
they must above all feel themselves called to overcome 
and conquer all nation.' narrowness and to seek a 
true fraternal meeting between nation and nation.” 

In persuading public opinon to support international 
organization and to acquire a world outlook, the press 
must face these psychological obstacles. In national 
affairs its persuasions are relatively easy since it can 
appeal to the emotion of patriotism, national tradition 
and common political, economic, and cultural interests. 
But in world affairs it must appeal more directly to the 
mind, to the general ideas of humanity, justice, and 
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charity. This does not mean its appeal will be weaker, 
but it does mean that it will be much harder to put 
across. 


The press should also try to lead public opinion to 
oppose and to take action to remove as many of the 
basic causes of war as possible. Among other things 
it should support the various efforts now being made 
to alleviate the economic distress suffered by many 
millions throughout the world, a distress which the 
communists exploit but can never cure. It should 
uncompromisingly combat prejudice of any sort, es- 
pecially the unjust and uncharitable discrimination 
against Negroes in our own country, which provides 
the Reds with one of their most effective propaganda 
weapons against the West. 


Lastly, the Catholic press must positively strive to 
make Christian principles the basis of public opinion. 
That is, it must make a stronger effort than ever to 
fulfill its most basic function, the propagation of the 
Catholic faith, the one sure guarantee of peace. 

We said above that the Catholic press alone was 
able to form public opinion along the lines necessary 
to ensure peace. That is, perhaps, an exaggeration. 
Certainly the overwhelming majority of secular news- 
papers in this country and the entire free world are 
sincere in opposing war and working for peace. But 
on the whole they lack a philosophy and a faith that 
will sustain them in their efforts through the great 
difficulties that are to come. Faced with a more 
immediate threat of war than now exists, some of them 
may grow fearful and try to escape the threat by advo- 
cating a fruitless policy of appeasement. Others, 
should the crisis be prolonged, may lose interest or, 
worse, grow impatient and, saying ‘‘Let’s get it over 
with,” call for a preventive war. 

Certainly the Catholic press, interpreting world 
events in terms neither of national party politics nor 
international power politics, should succumb to neither 
of these temptations. Rather, by shaping public opin- 
ion according to the pattern of Christ’s divine teach- 
ing, it is one of the truly great forces for peace in 
the nation and the world. 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
. Why do we have a duty to inform ourselves on world 
affairs ? 
. What does the Church teach in regard to them? 
3. What are the aims of the Catholic press in this field ? 
i. What is the particular importance of the Catholic press 
in this field? 
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HUMANITY’S HOPE FOR SALVATION—Continued from Page 3 





new social formula reduced to cold 
theoretic terms—or, on the other hand, 
rejecting such general prescriptions, 
they hope for salvation from the spon- 
taneous forces of the natural instinct 
and, in the best hypothesis, from senti- 
mental impulses of individuals and 
peoples, without troubling whether the 
overthrow of the existing order fol- 
lows as a consequence, even though it 
is quite clear that salvation cannot be 
born of chaos. 


Both these ways are false, and so 
are far from reflecting the wisdom of 
God Who is the first and exemplary 
cause of the alleviation of misery... . 


We wish to draw the attention of 
those who come forward as benefac- 
tors of mankind to both these aberra- 
tions, but particularly to the first: to 
the superstition which holds for cer- 
tain that salvation must spring from 
the organization of men and things 
in a strict unity designed for the 
highest productive capacity. 


They think that if they succeed in 
coordinating the energies of man and 
the resources of nature in a single or- 
ganic structure for the highest possi- 
ble production, by means of minutely 
designed and executed organization, 
then every kind of desirable benefit 
will spring forth: prosperity, security 
for the individual, peace... . 


Modern industry has unquestionably 
had beneficial results, but the problem 
which arises today is this: will a world 
in which the only economic form to 
find acceptance is a vast produciive 
system, be equally fitted to exert a 
happy influence upon society in general 
and upon the three fundamental in- 
stitutions of society in particular? 


We must answer that the imper- 
sonal character of such a world is con- 


trary to the fundamentally personal 
nature of those institutions which the 
Creator has given to human society. 
In fact, marriage and the family, the 
state and private property tend of their 
very nature to form man as a person, 
to protect and render him capable of 
contributing through his own volun- 
tary cooperation and personal respon- 
sibility to the likewise personal life and 
development of human relations. The 
creative wisdom of God is therefore 
alien to that system of impersonal 
unity which strikes at the human per- 
son, who is origin and end of society 
and in the depths of his being an image 
of his God... . 


No wonder, then, if in this im- 
personal atmosphere . . . respect for 
the common good becomes dormant in 
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the conscience of individuals, and the 
state loses more and more its primary 
character of a community of morally 
responsible citizens. 


Here may be recognized the origin 
and source of that phenomenon which 
is submerging modern man under its 
tide of anguish: his ‘‘depersonaliza- 
tion.”” In large measure his identity 
and name have been taken from him; 
in many of the more important activi- 
ties of life he has been reduced to a 
mere material object of society, while 
society itself has been transformed into 
an impersonal system and into a cold 
organization of force. . . . 


Whoever therefore would furnish 
assistance to the needs of individuals 
and peoples cannot rely upon security 
as an impersonal system of men and 
matter, no matter how vigorously de- 
veloped in its technical aspects. 


Every plan or program must be in- 
spired by the principle that man as 
subject, guardian and promoter of 
human values, is more important than 
mere things, is more important than 
practical applications of scientific prog- 
ress, and that above all it is imperative 
to preserve from an unwholesome “‘de- 
personalization” the essential forms of 
the social order which We have just 
mentioned, and to use them to create 
and develop human relationships. 


If the forces of society are aimed at 
this end, they will not = realize one 
of their natural functions, but they will 
help greatly to relieve the necessities 
of the moment. For the forces of 
society have the task of encouraging 
full and reciprocal solidarity among 
individuals and among peoples. 


It is upon the basis of this solidarity, 
and not upon worthless and unstable 
systems, that We call upon men to 
build the social fabric. Solidarity de- 
mands that outrageous and provoking 
inequalities in living standards among 
different groups in a nation be elimi- 
nated. To achieve this urgent end, the 
efficacious voice of conscience is pref- 
erable to external compulsion. 


Conscience will know how to set 
limits to expenditures for luxuries, and 
likewise persuade those of more modest 
means to provide before all else for 
what is necessary and useful, and then 
have whatever is left over. This soli- 
darity of men with each other de- 
mands, not only in the name of broth- 
erly love but even of mutual advantage, 
that everything possible be done to 
maintain and increase employment. . . . 


To nations as such We extend our 
invitation to render operative this 


sense and obligation of solidarity: that 
every nation develop its own poten- 
tialities in regard to living standards 
and employment, and contribute to the 
corresponding progress of nations less 
favored. ... 


Such results, however, will not be 
effected by a mechanical ordering of 
society. Human society is not a ma- 
chine, and must not be made such, 
not even in the economic field. . . . 


However, economic difficulties are 
not the only ones under which man 
suffers in contemporary society. Often 
connected with these arise difficulties 
of conscience, especially for the Chris- 
tian careful to live according to the 
dictates of human and divine law. 
Those who uphold an impersonal idea 
of society, condemn to interior tor- 
ment the very conscience on which de- 
pends in great part moral renovation 
and salvation. And this perhaps is 
the widest deviation from the divine 
plan that man reaches in his efforts to 
help his fellow man. Indeed, modern 
society, which wishes to plan and or- 
ganize all things, comes into conflict, 
since it is conceived as a machine, with 
that which is living, and which there- 
fore cannot be subjected to quantitative 
calculations. More precisely, it comes 
into conflict with those rights which, 
by nature, man exercises on his own 
and sole personal responsibility, that 
is, as the author of new life, of which 
he is ever the principal custodian. 
Such interior conflicts between the eco- 
nomic system and the conscience are 
disguised under the terms: the ques- 
tion of the birth rate and the problem 
of emigration. .. . 


An organization animated by a 
spirit of cold calculation, while trying 
to compress life within the narrow 
frame-work of a chart, as though it 
were something static, becomes the 
negation of, and an outrage to life it- 
self and to the essential characteristic 
of life... . 


Consciences are today afflicted by 
other burdens. For example, against 
the will and convictions of parents, 
teachers are prescribed for itdren. 
Again, access to employment or places 
of labor is made to depend on registra- 
tion in certain parties or in organiza- 
tions which deal with the distribution 
of employment. Such discrimination is 
indicative of an inexact concept of the 
proper function of labor unions and 
their proper purpose, which is the pro- 
tection of the interests of the salaried 
worker within modern society, which is 
becoming more and more anonymous 
and collectivist. 


In fact, is not the essential purpose 
of unions the practical affirmation that 
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man is the subject, and not the object 
of social relations? Is it not to protect 
the individual against collective ir- 
responsibility of anonymous proprie- 
tors? Is it not to represent the person 
of the worker against those he are 
inclined to consider him merely a pro- 
ductive agent with a certain price 
value? 


How, therefore, can it be consid- 
ered normal that the protection of 
the personal rights of the worker be 
more and more in the hands of an 
anonymous group, working through 
the agency of immense organizations 
which are of their very nature monop- 
olies? The worker, thus wronged in 
the exercise of his personal rights, will 
surely find especially painful the op- 
pression of his liberty and of his con- 
science, caught as he is in the wheels 
of a gigantic social machine. . . . 


In vast regions where souls and 
bodies are made to bend beneath the 
weight of absolute power, the Church 
is the first to suffer most keenly. Her 
children are victims of a continual 
persecution. . . . 


When will come the end of “tribula- 
tions” and the answer to Our constant 
rayer? That is the inscrutable secret 
of a God Who is always good. Mean- 
while, in this miserable world, the book 
of life is recording deeds of profound 
courage and countless acts of heroism 
inspired by the Holy Spirit for the de- 
fense of the Kingdom of God, of the 
Name of Jesus, our only salvation, and 
for the honor of His most holy 
Mother. . . . 


And now Our thoughts turn with 
special and affectionate concern to the 
suffering army of the poor, scattered 
throughout the world; the poor, known 


and unknown, in civilized countries 
or in regions not yet regenerated by 
Christian or even by merely human cul- 
ture. ... 


The most desolate picture is pre- 
sented by families who have simply 
nothing. These are families in “utter 
wretchedness”: the father without 
work, the mother watching her chil- 
dren waste away, absolutely impotent 
to help them... . 


Then there is the weakening and 
consequent physical deterioration of 
whole generations. Whole masses of 
population are brought up as enemies 
of law and order. .. . 


With all this in mind, the question 
rises: what has Christ's example taught 
men? How did Jesus act toward pov- 
erty and misery during his earthly so- 
journ? Certainly His mission as Re- 
deemer was to liberate men from the 
slavery of sin, the extreme form of 
misery. Nevertheless, the greatness of 
His most sensitive heart could not al- 
low Him to close His eyes to the suf- 
fering and the sufferers among whom 
He chose to live. 


Son of God and herald of His heav- 
enly kingdom, He was happy in bend- 
ing compassionately over the wounds 
of humanity and the tattered rags of 
poverty. He was not satisfied with 
proclaiming the law of justice and char- 
ity; nor with condemning with wither- 
ing anathemas the hardhearted, the in- 
human, the selfish; nor with the warn- 
ing that the final sentence of the Last 
Day will have as the norm of its judg- 
ment the exercise of charity, as the 
proof of the love of God. But He spent 
Himself personally in order to help, 
to heal, to feed. Certainly He did not 
ask whether, and to what extent, the 
misfortune before Him happened be- 


cause the political and economic order 
of His time was defective or lacking. 
He was not indifferent to that. On 
the contrary, He is the Lord of the 
world and of its order. But just as His 
action as Saviour was personal, so He 
wished to meet life’s other misfortunes 
with a love that was personal. The ex- 
ample of Jesus is nt as every day, 
a strict duty for all. 


During the arduous years of Our 
Pontificate, We ourselves have wished 
that what has poured in to Us from all 
parts of the world from the faithful 
who are well off, should pour out in 
a constant stream to help Our poorer 
and abandoned children. . . . 


Unfortunately, on every occasion to 
Our great sorrow We have been faced 
with the realization that Our forces 
were and are unequal to the gravity 
and multitude of the needs. For this 
reason, We would wish that a more in- 
tense and multiplied love for the poor 
should stir up, as it were, a flood of 
help, headlong in its holy impetuosity 
which may penetrate wherever there is 
an old person abandoned, a poor per- 
son sick, a child who suffers, a mother 
desolate because she can do nothing to 
help it. . 


We cannot conclude without men- 
tioning that the very best charitable 
organization would not suffice of itself 
alone to assist those in need. Personal 
action must intervene, full of solici- 
tude, anxious to overcome the distance 
between helper and helped, drawing 
near to the poor because he is Christ’s 
brother and our own. . . . Your charity 
ought to resemble God’s Who came in 
person to bring His help. This is the 
meaning of the message of Bethele- 
eee 
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